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Thank you very much. It is really a privilege to be here. I share in 
the enthusiasm. A year-and-a-half ago with shovel in hand 
picking up a scoop of dirt in an empty vacant lot to where we are 
today is really stunning. 

Let me just represent for just a second if I can from the Veterans 
standpoint. Don’t feel sorry for the Veteran that goes to war. We 
do this because we love our country. We do this because we 
love you. Because our forefathers did it and we feel it is our 
obligation and our privilege to be able to go and do this.  

The problem is not the great men and women who are out 
there; the problem is we turn them into people who genuinely 
believe what we tell them. They’re capable of running through a 
brick wall and the literally can turn the world on its ears, and 
then they come home and suddenly the challenges aren’t there, 
the opportunities aren’t there, and they do have some leftover 
residue from the time, effort and energy invested. 

So, what you see here today, which is the magnificent effort of 
Rich Boggan who has done heroic work, of Ramie Cox, who is 
sitting back here the head of the medical side of the clinics, of 
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David Omura, and Rebecca Wiley, who was the director before 
him who was here when the groundbreaking occurred.  

The VA has made their contribution. This is it. The Congress has 
made their contribution; they paid for things like this and 
funded it. We have men and women across the Upstate who 
continue to sign up to serve. So if you want to talk about 
stunning, that is what is stunning after 10 to 12 years of war, is 
that the mothers and fathers of America continue to support 
their sons and daughters signing on the dotted line, and go forth 
and conquer to do great things. 

So my challenge today is two-fold. Number one, to say thank 
you for what you all have done, but to now challenge us, the 
Upstate. What a shame to have this great facility if we don’t fill 
it up and pack it out. So, yes, there are 17,000 that I think that 
are signed up with VA, but our estimate is there are over 
100,000 Veterans in the Upstate. Less than 50 percent are signed 
up and less than 50 percent of those who are signed up are 
actually using it.  

That’s when you get down to the 17,000, 25,000 who are 
actually walking through the doors. That’s the shame and that’s 
our job. Our job as an Upstate, as a community, is to find our 
Veterans and tell them to take advantage of what’s been given 
to them. And it’s bigger than this. It’s education, it’s jobs, it’s 
housing, it’s health; it’s all of them rolled up in the VA package.  
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Yet, the disappointing part is, so few of our Veterans really get a 
chance to take care of it. So I called on today we the Upstate, 
the colleges, the universities, and grad schools bond together to 
say how do we ensure every Veteran with the GI bill takes 
advantage of it here in the Upstate.  

The real question is how can the community bond together to 
say: how do we find housing for every Veteran in the Upstate? 
The medical facilities say: how do we open up VA liaison offices 
to make it easier for our Veterans to get health care. How do we 
partner with Dorn and these clinics to say: what can we do to 
help? And the businesses and communities within the Upstate 
come together to say: I will hire five Veterans this year and 
every year thereafter. And I will help them being able to take 
care of their GI bill so they can go to school while I hire them to 
come back to me and have a job.  

That’s what’s missing. What’s missing is us the community to 
match the investment that was made here; and we can do it 
because there is no greater place in this country than the 
Upstate of South Carolina. And it begins here in Greenville and 
here today as we match the investments that’s been done. So, 
thank you for your investment. Thank you for what you’ve done. 
Thank you for your service.  

Let me end by saying thank you to the Navy and Marine Reserve 
Componency who are the great people out here doing the 
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parking, standing in the rain, parading the Colors this morning; 
they do this as the unsung heroes and thank you they’ve done 
magnificent today.  Thank you and God bless.     

# # # 
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