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One thing about Tim, other than being a good Baptist preacher, as well as Senator, which will serve you well up here. How many people are not Baptists? A few? Presbyterians? You are pre-ordained to be here I guess. 
So what Tim didn’t tell you is that he has two brothers. When you talk Veterans in his household people listen. He has a brother that is a Colonel and one is a Sargent Major, so I think that speaks so well of his family and you’re serving them as a Senator in the finest tradition of South Carolina. Thank you Tim, very, very much.
They asked me my impression; wow, I’m just floored. A year and half ago, I had no idea; this has exceeded every expectation I had about quality. Eighteen thousand Veterans were served at the old facility; God knows how many are going to come here. Wouldn’t you be glad to bring your family here? Absolutely, yes.
To the taxpayer, we finally got something right. Mental health facilities I hope are available to Congress.  You think it looks bad from afar; you should be in it, right Tim? There is a 14 percent approval rating in Congress. Who the heck are the 14 percent and what do they like? I think they all would like this.
Very quickly, what does this mean for the Upstate? This is a Godsend for the Upstate. To our VA Regional folks, to the Dorn people in Columbia, to the Veterans Administration in general; well done, well thought out, well planned. Came in on time; relatively close to budget, in my world that is unheard of and this will mean Upstate Veterans will have to travel less and be able to get more—and they deserve both. The deserve more; they deserve convenience. 
The eye clinic, the ophthalmology clinic will over double in terms of serve. Expanded service with additional service is a Godsend for the Upstate Veteran. We are going to try and open a smaller version of this in Anderson. 
And to those who still wear the uniform, how about a round of applause for you. To you young Navy folks, we are going to take good care of this place so when your time comes it will be here for you.
So why are these facilities so important? It is not only convenience for those who have served, but it is a statement to those who are serving that we care. If you want to recruit and retain people, in a time of voluntary service, when you have a facility like this it makes it easier to re-enlist. It makes it easier to join because you know that your service is appreciated. So this is just not about those who have service, it is a commitment to those who are serving that your country is going to be with you every step of the process from the day you enter, to the day you leave, and for the rest of your life your country will be there for you and in an appropriate way.
So I just want to thank all those who made it possible to build this clinic in such an expeditious fashion, coming together as a team to create a facility that will enhance the Veterans in the Upstate. 
And one last word about the times we live in. America is benefiting from the service of one percent of our population. The World War II Veteran, how many of you asked to go? How many of you were told to go? Most of you—and you went. And to the wars up to the 70s I guess, your country could invite you to go and you would have to say yes. That doesn’t mean your service is any less needed; appreciate it at every level and for all time. 
But now you don’t have to do this; you choose to do this. And look what we put these people through the last ten years. We have been at a constant state of war. General (Robeson), I first met you in Iraq when you were serving on active duty.
I want everybody whose here to say a prayer tonight for all those who have been in harm’s way and who will continue to be in harm’s way, because without this all voluntary force, everything that we appreciate, every football game we go to, every time we do something that free people are allowed to do, is only possible because of those who went before and those who are doing it today voluntarily. God bless them. 
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